
 

Power Maths Key Vocabulary 
Year 1 – Block A 

 

Key Vocabulary Explanation of Terms Example Question(s) 

digit A digit is a single symbol used to make 
numerals. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 
are the ten digits we use in everyday 
numerals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The numeral 153 is made up of 3 digits 

Choose the correct digit card to make the 
number sentences correct. 

 
13 − 5 < 13 − ___  
16 − 4 = ___ + 4  
9 + ___ > 9 + 1 

less than (<) 

greater than (>) 

These symbols can be used to tell us 
that a number is ‘greater than’ or ‘less 
than’ another number. 
 
When one value is 
smaller than another 
we use a "less than" 
sign (<).  
Example: 3 < 5 
 
When one value is bigger than another 
we use a "greater than" sign (>).  
Example: 9 > 6.  

Complete the following number sentences 
using the correct symbol or number. 

1) 5 __ 4  (>) 

2) ___ < 2 (1) 

3) ___< 10 (1 – 9) 

4) 6 > ___ (1 – 5) 

 

most 
 

least 

These two words refer to the greatest 
and smallest amounts of something. 
 
Example: Michael has the most sweets 
(more than anyone else).  
Sarah has the least sweets (less than 
anyone else).  

Which box has the least in it?  

 
 
Which box has the most stars in it?  

 
 
Amir has 16 apples. Ron has none. Amir 
gives Ron 9 apples. Who has the most apples 
now? Explain how you know. (Ron because 
he has 9 and Amir only has 7 left. 16 – 9 = 7.) 



number 
sentence 

A number sentence can use any of the 
mathematical operations from 
addition, subtraction, multiplication to 
division. Symbols used in any number 
sentence vary depending upon what 
they indicate. 
 
Number sentences are a numerical way 
of representing a worded problem. 

Complete the following number sentences:  
 
9 + 3 =  
23 – 8 =  
8 + ____ = 13 
6 + 10 = 20 - ___ 
 

number bonds Number bonds are also often referred 
to as 'number pairs'. They are simply 
the pairs of numbers that make up a 
given number. 
 
Number bonds allow students to split 
numbers in useful ways. They show us 
how different numbers can join 
together to make similar numbers. 

 
 

Using number bonds can you think of pairs 
of numbers that add together to make 6?  
(4 + 2, 5 + 1, 6 + 0, 3 + 3) 
 
Write down all of the number bonds to 10?  
(0 + 10, 1 + 9, 2 + 8, 3 + 7, 4 + 6, 5 + 5) 
 
I only have 3 pencils in my pot. How many 
more do I need to make 5? 
 
I have 2 dolls, but I would like 5. How many 
more do I need?  
 
 

altogether Altogether is another phrase for ‘total’ 
or ‘added together’. If we are to 
calculate how much of something we 
have altogether, we add all of our 
totals together. 

Jack has 3 blue counters and 3 yellow 
counters, how many counters does he have 
altogether? 
(3 + 3 = 6) 
 
Mark went to the shop and bought 5 apples 
and 2 bananas. How many pieces of fruit 
does he have altogether? ( 5 + 2 = 7) 

add To bring 2 or more numbers (or things) 
together to make a new total. 

 
1 + 1 = 2 

What is 3 add 2? (5) 
 
What is 1 add 3? (4)  
 
Jacob has 1 cake and he receives 3 more 
cakes, how many cakes does he have now? 
(4) 

subtract 

take away 

To subtract is to take away (a number 
or amount) from another to calculate 
the difference.

 
If we have 5 apples and then subtract 2 
we are left with 3 apples. 

Jake has 4 ice-creams, gives away 2 ice 
creams, how many are left?  
(4 – 2 = 2) 
 
Calculate 9 subtract 7. (9 – 7 = 2) 
 
Anna has 10 sweets and she eats 3 sweets, 
how many sweets does she have left?  
(10 – 3 = 7) 



How many 
more? 

 
How many 

fewer? 

These questions require students to 
count forward/backwards to see how 
much bigger/smaller one number is 
that another. 

There are 5 buttons on my coat.  
I have fastened 2, how many more are there 
to do? 
 
I have 3 pencils in my pot. It fits 10. How 
many more can fit in the pot? 
 
There are 5 birds and 10 bees in my garden. 
How many fewer birds are there?  
 

2D shapes 
 

circle 
 

triangle 
 

rectangle 
 

square 

2D shapes are shapes that have just 2 
dimensions: width and height but no 
thickness. 

 
Circles, squares, triangles and 
rectangles are examples of 2D shapes.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



3D shapes 
 

cube 
 

cuboid 
 

sphere 
 

pyramid 
 

cylinder 
 

cone 

3D shapes have three dimensions 
(height, width and depth), like any 
object in the real world. 
 
Example: Your body is 3D. 
 

 
 
Cylinders, cones, cuboids, spheres, 
cubes and square-based pyramids are 
examples of 3D shapes.  

 

 
 

 
 

Match the shape to its name:  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 


